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Welcome 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is an open, inclusive, welcoming church with mission centered 
on Jesus Christ, his teachings, his example, and his Spirit. Located in Martin County, Florida. 
On October 26, 2022 St. Luke's welcomed the Reverend Paul Hartt as new Priest-in-Charge.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, serves the community of South Stuart, Port Salerno, and 
Hobe Sound.  We are a congregation seeking to do God’s will in a beautiful and diverse part 
of South Florida. 

We are a creative and adaptive congregation whose members are re-entering a post-pandemic 
world excited to be worshiping both in person and online. We have carefully resumed many 
of our ministries to the community and support each other in following Jesus with intention 
and accountability. Please see link: https://www.episcopalchurch.org/church-that-looks-and-
acts-like-jesus/ 

Our community of faith with its diverse backgrounds, embraces the loving, liberating, and 
life-giving liturgy and message of God’s love in Jesus Christ.  We participate with other 
churches in community ministry as well as responding to the needs of our immediate area. 
https://episcopalchurch.org/jesus-movement/ 

St. Luke's continues on its journey toward Becoming A Beloved Community where, as The Most 
Reverend Michael Curry says, each person is valued as a beloved child of God as much as we 
value ourselves. We are always open to new ideas of faith sharing and we strive to exemplify 
Christ-like compassion to all.

We invite you to explore St. Luke’s through our Parish Profile and other documents on our 
website.

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/church-that-looks-and-acts-like-jesus/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/church-that-looks-and-acts-like-jesus/
https://episcopalchurch.org/jesus-movement/
https://www.stlukesfl.org/rector%20search/
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VISION/MISSION/VALUES/GOALS OF THE CONGREGATION 

St. Luke’s Mission Statement: 

“To know God and to make God known.” 

St. Luke’s Vision Statement: 

“To be an open, inclusive, welcoming and innovative community, empowered by 

the Holy Spirit and centered in Christ and His teachings.” 

The core values, also referred to as CARITAS, were developed by the Diocese of Southeast 

Florida and adopted by the Vestry in 2017. Caritas is Latin for "charity, grace, love." The 

Core Values of St Luke's are: 

Community – To develop friendships between and among different people or groups and 

a sense of sharing common interests and fellowship. 

Accountability - Responsibility. To be answerable to God and one another for one's 

actions. 

Respect - To honor and revere God and to regard others as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Inclusion - To value and embrace people of all races, genders, religions, socio-economic 

backgrounds, and sexual orientations. 

Transparency – To be open and clear in actions, words, and deeds. 

Authority -To be subject to God's moral influence and to the Church's threefold sources 

of authority - scripture, tradition, and reason. 

Service – To assist others through outreach and worship. 
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PARISH HISTORY 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church was founded in the fall of 1975 in Hobe Sound.  In October 
24, 1980, the Eleventh Annual Convention of the Diocese of Southeast Florida admitted us 
into union with the Convention as the Congregation of St. Luke’s Church, Port Salerno. The Rt. 
Rev. Calvin O. Schofield, Jr., celebrated the dedication of the new church in November of 
1981, and the second and current church auditorium in February of 1986. 

In the almost 44 years of our existence, the “glass church in the woods” has grown from a small 
group of determined friends to a congregation of 450 in 2019. We began in rented spaces and have 
grown to a lush campus with five buildings for worship, administration, belonging, sharing, and 
learning. 

For further historical data, see the Parish History under the ‘About Us’ Tab, located on our website. 
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PARISH AND COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 

St. Luke's ministers to a diverse 
community spread beyond its 
immediate geographical area of the 
Port Salerno section of Stuart, 
Florida. Its membership comes 
from the general Stuart area of 
Martin County and extends into St. 
Lucie County to the north. St. 
Luke's is one of a range of religious 
communities in Stuart and one of 
six Episcopal churches in the area, 
which includes Palm City and 
Jensen Beach. Over the next 

several years and beyond, there are general trends that affect St. Luke's and the areas 
surrounding it. These trends include: 

• People moving into the area
from further south, which has
become more densely
populated.

• The area is in a state of change

and thus has pockets of relative

affluence interspersed with

pockets of relative poverty.

• The area's ratio of blue-collar to

white-collar workers closely

matches that of the state.

However,  as  new  home
construction continues, the area will begin to gentrify, attracting more young

families.

• The congregation has a large number of retirees and its size can fluctuate
significantly seasonally.
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According to the Executive Insite Report prepared for St. Luke's and issued on August 16, 

2016, the area immediately surrounding St. Luke's is expected to grow by 4.5% by 2026. 

This is slower than Florida's growth as a whole, which is projected to be 6.6% for the same 

time frame. Where there is a major difference is in the age of the population. According to 

the report, the average age of people living in our area is greater than that of the state by 

about 7 years. The report states that the average age in our area will decrease while that of 

Florida will increase. Each demographic age group from 0 years through 34 will increase in 

our area. The only other group that will experience an increase is that of people aged 65 and 

over. The groups known as Families and Empty Nesters (ages 35 to 54) and Enrichment 

Years (ages 55 to 64) show a decline. In other words, the area around St. Luke's will grow 

younger in the coming years, coming closer to matching the average age in the entire state. 

St. Luke's should take these changing demographic trends into account for planning. 



9 

SELECTED RESULTS FROM THE CONGREGATION ASSESSMENT TOOL (CAT) 

We express our profound and sincere appreciation to all our fellow members of St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church who, with prayer and reflection, took the time and made the effort to 
participate in The Congregation Assessment Tool (CAT). We had very good participation 
(93) – 51% of our average Sunday attendance. This response far surpasses the threshold
needed for reliable and representative data, and enabled us to hear from a broad base of our
congregation.

Sixty-seven percent (67%) of our congregation are satisfied with how things are in our church. 
Thirty percent (30%) are ‘on the fence’ – somewhat satisfied, perhaps somewhat dissatisfied. 
This finding is “high” as compared with other churches across the country. As for energy, the 
finding is average or typical in energy in relationship to other churches nationally. These 
findings place us in the category of ‘transformational/transitional’ congregations. This means 
that we have the potential to transform ourselves and those we serve in ministry outside the 
church. And yet, we are transitional in that we have some areas that merit 
conversation/attention. 

Priorities – Where we will place additional energy. 

• Provide more opportunities for Christian education and spiritual formation.

• Develop ministries that work toward healing those broken by life circumstances.

• Develop spiritual generosity in people to financially support the ministry of the church.

• Work to renew and revitalize the community around the church by building coalitions with partners.

• Develop and implement strategies to reach new people.
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FATHER PAUL HARTT'S INDUCTION 
On October 26, 2022 St. Luke's welcomed 

The Reverend Paul Hartt as Priest-in-Charge, 
at a beautiful Induction Service led by 

The Rt. Reverend Peter Eaton
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INFORMATION ABOUT PROPERTY – BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 

St. Luke’s is located on 5.19 acres of lush natural landscape of Palmetto Scrub and pine trees 

at Cove Road and AIA in Stuart. In addition to the Church building, there are five separate 

buildings which house, respectively, the Helen Eddy Parish Hall, the Administrative Offices 

and Music multi-purpose room, the Thrift Store, and the Christian Education Building (the 

original multipurpose worship center). A small storage building is adjacent to the 

Administrative Offices. The Crowther Memorial Garden is located just northeast of the 

Sanctuary building which is the primary worship center. Our Sailcloth Labyrinth is unfolded 

for meditative walks quarterly on the drive south of the Sanctuary building. The campus is 

lighted by the Tuna Tower Steeple at night, rendering a beacon of hope for all who drive by 

or visit our campus. 

Below: Pictures taken in the Crowther Memorial Garden 






